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Subpart F—Managing the NEPA 
Process

§ 10010.54 Purpose. 
This subpart provides supplemental 

instruction for implementing those 
provisions for the CEQ regulations per-
taining to procedures for implementing 
and managing the NEPA process.

§ 10010.55 Organization for environ-
mental quality. 

(a) Executive Director. The Execu-
tive Director is responsible for pro-
viding advice and assistance to the 
Commission on matters pertaining to 
environmental quality and for over-
seeing and coordinating the Commis-
sion’s compliance with NEPA, Execu-
tive Order 11514 as amended by Execu-
tive Order 11991, the CEQ regulations, 
and this part. 

(b) NEPA Coordinator. The Executive 
Director will designate organizational 
elements or individuals, as appropriate, 
to be responsible for overseeing mat-
ters pertaining to the environmental 
effects of the Commission’s plans and 
programs. The individual(s) assigned 
these responsibilities should have man-
agement experience or potential, un-
derstand the Commission’s planning 
and decision making processes, and be 
well trained in environmental matters, 
including the Commission’s policies 
and procedures so that his/her/their ad-
vice has significance in the Commis-
sion’s planning and decisions.

§ 10010.56 Approval of EISs. 
The Chairman of the Commission 

(Chairman), acting on the part of the 
full Commission, is authorized to ap-
prove an EIS. The Chairman may fur-
ther assign the authority to approve 
the EIS if he or she chooses. The Exec-
utive Director will make certain that 
there are adequate safeguards to assure 
that EISs and other environmental 
documents comply with NEPA, the 
CEQ regulations, this part, and other 
relevant Commission procedures.

§ 10010.57 List of specific compliance 
responsibilities. 

(a) The Commission staff shall: 
(1) As deemed necessary, prepare a 

NEPA handbook or adapt applicable 
materials prepared by other agencies, 

providing guidance on how to imple-
ment NEPA in principal program 
areas. 

(2) Prepare program regulations or 
directives for applicants. 

(3) Propose categorical exclusions. 
(4) Prepare EAs. 
(5) Recommend whether to prepare 

an EIS. 
(6) Prepare NOIs and FONSIs. 
(7) Prepare EISs. 
(b) The Executive Director shall: 
(1) Approve agency handbooks and 

other NEPA guidance. 
(2) Approve regulations or directives 

for applicants. 
(3) Approve categorical exclusions. 
(4) Approve EAs. 
(5) Decide whether to prepare an EIS. 
(6) Approve NOIs and FONSIs. 
(7) Make recommendations regarding 

the adequacy of EISs. 
(c) The Chairman of the Commission, 

acting on behalf of the full Commis-
sion, shall: 

(1) Concur with regulations or direc-
tives for applicants. 

(2) Concur with EAs. 
(3) Approve EISs.

§ 10010.58 Information about the 
NEPA process. 

The Executive Director will identify 
staff contacts where information about 
the NEPA process and the status of 
EISs may be obtained.

Subpart G—Actions Requiring an 
EIS and Actions Subject to 
Categorical Exclusion

§ 10010.59 Purpose. 

This subpart provides supplemental 
instruction for determining major ac-
tions requiring an EIS and for deter-
mining actions that are categorically 
excluded from NEPA.

§ 10010.60 Actions normally requiring 
an EIS. 

(a) The following proposals will nor-
mally require the preparation of an 
EIS: 

(1) Establishment of major new ref-
uges or wildlife management areas, 
fish hatcheries, and major additions to 
such installations. 
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